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Human Rights in Australia – Have Your Say
What’s happening?

On 10 December 2008, the Federal Government launched the National Human Rights Consultation.  This is an opportunity for all Australians to improve our democracy and to have our say about the protection of fundamental values such as freedom, respect, dignity and a fair go.

National Human Rights Consultation

The Consultation Committee wants to know: 

· Which human rights are important to you?

· Are your human rights currently sufficiently protected and promoted?

· How could Australia better protect and promote your human rights?

By answering these questions, you can have your say! 
What are Human Rights?
Human rights are basic minimum standards that are required for people to live with human dignity.  

For example, under international human rights law, you have rights to:

· be treated equally and with dignity and respect;

· adequate housing and a good education;

· social security;

· health, health care & a sustainable environment;

· participate in your community and decisions that affect you;

· vote in elections; and
· hold your own religious and political beliefs.  

What is a Human Rights Act?
Australian does not have a piece of legislation that protects all of our rights.  

The Committee will consider whether Australia should have a Human Rights Act, a law which protects all of our rights.  
Who is responsible for our rights?
The Australian Government and officials must:
· respect our rights – that is, not violate our human rights;

· protect our rights – that is, protect us from violations by other people or organisations; and

· fulfil our human rights – that is, take positive action to implement our human rights.

However, under Australian law many human rights are not protected.  The Australian government is not required by law to treat us fairly!
You have the power to change this. 
10 Reasons for a Human Rights Act

· To protect the rights of all Australians.
· To encourage healthy checks and balances on government action.
· To consider human rights & provide a safeguard against controversial laws, such as the Northern Territory intervention, sedition and counter-terrorism.
· To promote a community of respect and tolerance.
· To require Government to act consistently with human rights.  This may require reconsideration of issues like mandatory immigration detention, WorkChoices and the long term detention of Hicks in Guantanamo Bay.
· To put human rights above politics and arbitrary government action.
· To improve government policy making and decision making.
· To provide a yardstick to assess government action against international standards. 
· To protect rights of vulnerable, isolated and disadvantaged Australians. 
· To promote a strong, inclusive community where we respect our neighbours’ rights.
To find out more, go to www.hrlrc.org.au or the National Consultation website: www.humanrightsconsultation.gov.au.   


